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buildings and lands of the Yakima 
Project, Washington, to the Yakima- 
Tieton Irrigation District. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 1564 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Yakima- 
Tieton Irrigation District Conveyance Act of 
2005’’. 
SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN BUILDINGS 

AND LANDS OF THE YAKIMA 
PROJECT, WASHINGTON. 

(a) CONVEYANCE REQUIRED.—The Secretary 
of the Interior shall convey to the Yakima- 
Tieton Irrigation District, located in 
Yakima County, Washington, all right, title, 
and interest of the United States in and to 
the buildings and lands of the Yakima 
Project, Washington, in accordance with the 
terms and conditions set forth in the agree-
ment titled ‘‘Agreement Between the United 
States and the Yakima-Tieton Irrigation 
District to Transfer Title to Certain Feder-
ally Owned Buildings and Lands, With Cer-
tain Property Rights, Title, and Interest, to 
the Yakima-Tieton Irrigation District’’ 
(Contract No. 5–07–10–L1658). 

(b) LIABILITY.—Effective upon the date of 
conveyance under this section, the United 
States shall not be held liable by any court 
for damages of any kind arising out of any 
act, omission, or occurence relating to the 
conveyed buildings and lands, except for 
damages caused by acts of negligence com-
mitted by the United States or by its em-
ployees or agents before the date of convey-
ance. Nothing in this section increases the 
liability of the United States beyond that 
provided in chapter 171 of title 28, United 
States Code (popularly known as the Federal 
Tort Claims Act), on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(c) BENEFITS.—After conveyance of the 
buildings and lands to the Yakima-Tieton Ir-
rigation District under this section— 

(1) such buildings and lands shall not be 
considered to be a part of a Federal reclama-
tion project; and 

(2) such irrigation district shall not be eli-
gible to receive any benefits with respect to 
any buildings and lands conveyed, except 
benefits that would be available to a simi-
larly situated person with respect to such 
buildings and lands that are not part of a 
Federal reclamation project. 

(d) REPORT.—If the Secretary of the Inte-
rior has not completed the conveyance re-
quired under subsection (a) within 12 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a re-
port that explains the reason such convey-
ance has not been completed and stating the 
date by which the conveyance will be com-
pleted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Colorado (Mrs. MUSGRAVE) and the gen-
tlewoman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Mrs. 
MUSGRAVE). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 1564, sponsored by our colleague 
DOC HASTINGS, conveys 9 acres of feder-
ally owned land and administrative 
buildings to the Yakima-Tieton Irriga-
tion District in Washington State. No 
project facilities such as dams, diver-
sion structures, or canals are included 
in this title transfer. 

The transfer has been in the works 
for almost a decade. This legislation, 
also introduced by the junior Senator 
from Washington, will enhance more 
private ownership and decrease the 
Federal Government’s liability. It is a 
win for the local community and a win 
for the American taxpayer. I urge my 
colleagues to support this important 
bipartisan legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
the majority has already explained the 
legislation. I would only add that we 
on this side of the aisle have no objec-
tion to its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS). 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 
thank the gentlewoman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, my legislation would 
enable a long-awaited transfer of prop-
erty from the Bureau of Reclamation 
to the Yakima-Tieton Irrigation Dis-
trict in central Washington. This 
transfer involves the conveyance of ap-
proximately 9 acres of Federal property 
as well as a few associated structures. 
These facilities are already dedicated 
to purposes related to the irrigation 
district. With this conveyance, the dis-
trict will be able to use district funds 
to make needed improvements for the 
future. The irrigation district has fully 
repaid its obligations to the United 
States related to these properties, and 
the bureau is no longer interested in 
their day-to-day management and up-
keep. 

During hearings before the Resources 
Committee earlier this year, the ad-
ministration expressed its support for 
this legislation and noted that this 
transfer allowed the bureau to focus its 
limited resources where they are more 
urgently needed. In my view, this is an 
example of local problem-solving at its 
best. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the staff of 
the irrigation district and the Bureau 
of Reclamation for their work on this. 
This legislation would not be before us 
today without their cooperative efforts 
over the last few years to negotiate 
this agreement. I also want to thank 

Resources Chairman POMBO and Water 
and Power Subcommittee Chairman 
RADANOVICH for moving this legislation 
through the process, as well as Kiel 
Weaver and other members of the com-
mittee staff for their work on this bill. 

Again, this is a noncontroversial con-
veyance of property agreed to by the 
irrigation district and the Bureau of 
Reclamation. I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill. 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Colorado (Mrs. 
MUSGRAVE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1564. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

FRANKLIN NATIONAL 
BATTLEFIELD STUDY ACT 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1972) to direct the Secretary 
of the Interior to conduct a special re-
source study to determine the suit-
ability and feasibility of including in 
the National Park System certain sites 
in Williamson County, Tennessee, re-
lating to the Battle of Franklin, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 1972 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Franklin Na-
tional Battlefield Study Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means 

the Secretary of the Interior. 
(2) STUDY AREA.—The term ‘‘study area’’ 

means the cities of Brentwood, Franklin, 
Triune, Thompson’s Station, and Spring Hill, 
Tennessee. 
SEC. 3. SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall conduct 
a special resource study of sites in the study 
area relating to the Battle of Franklin to deter-
mine— 

(1) the national significance of the sites; and 
(2) the suitability and feasibility of including 

the sites in the National Park System. 
(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The study conducted 

under subsection (a) shall include the analysis 
and recommendations of the Secretary on— 

(1) the effect on the study area of including 
the sites in the National Park System; and 

(2) whether the sites could be included in an 
existing unit of the National Park System or 
other federally designated unit in the State of 
Tennessee. 

(c) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the study 
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall consult 
with— 
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(1) appropriate Federal agencies and State 

and local government entities; and 
(2) interested groups and organizations. 
(d) APPLICABLE LAW.—The study required 

under subsection (a) shall be conducted in ac-
cordance with Public Law 91–383 (16 U.S.C. 1a– 
1 et seq.). 
SEC. 4. REPORT. 

Not later than 3 years after the date funds are 
made available for the study, the Secretary shall 
submit to the Committee on Resources of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate a 
report that describes— 

(1) the findings of the study; and 
(2) any conclusions and recommendations of 

the Secretary. 
SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as are necessary to carry out this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Colorado (Mrs. MUSGRAVE) and the gen-
tlewoman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Mrs. 
MUSGRAVE). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 1972, introduced by Congress-
woman MARSHA BLACKBURN, would di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior to de-
termine the suitability and feasibility 
of including sites related to the Battle 
of Franklin into the National Park 
System. This study area will include 
the cities of Brentwood, Franklin, 
Triune, Thompson’s Station and Spring 
Hill, Tennessee. The Secretary will de-
termine if the sites within the study 
area have national significance and if 
they may be included in an existing na-
tional park or another federally des-
ignated unit. 

I urge adoption of the bill. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to congratulate both sponsors, 
including the cosponsor on this side, 
Congressman LINCOLN DAVIS, for their 
leadership in getting this bill to the 
floor today. The majority has already 
explained this legislation. I would only 
add that we on this side of the aisle 
also support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN). 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to begin by thanking my 

colleague, Congressman DAVIS, for his 
diligence and his attention to this mat-
ter. This addresses Williamson County, 
Tennessee, which he and I share the 
representation of. He and his staff have 
worked very closely with us to address 
this issue of looking at the Franklin 
battlefield. 

By way of history, Mr. Speaker, on 
the afternoon of November 30, 1864, 
General Hood’s Army of Tennessee 
marched down Winstead Hill in Frank-
lin, Tennessee, and charged the Union 
forces of General Schofield. Fighting 
continued until late in the evening as 
both sides sustained heavy casualties. 
The following morning revealed the 
terrible consequences of the fighting 
that took place and how the battle be-
came the darkest day of the Civil War. 
With over 9,000 dead soldiers and six 
dead Confederate generals, the battle 
would be the bloodiest battle of the 
Civil War and would sound the death 
knell of the Confederacy. The battle is 
known as the Battle of Franklin. 

Mr. Speaker, the Battle of Franklin 
was one of the last significant battles 
leading to the Union victory over the 
Confederacy in the Civil War and has 
tremendous significance not only to 
our community but to American his-
tory. Yet there is neither a national 
cemetery nor a national battlefield 
park commemorating the battle. This 
bill is a first step toward preserving 
and protecting sites that contributed 
to this important Civil War landscape 
and achieving a solution to save the 
area as a national heritage through 
partnerships with the local commu-
nities. 

It does, as the gentlewoman from 
Colorado said, direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to study sites in 
Williamson County, Tennessee, where 
portions of the Battle of Franklin took 
place or were related to the battle. The 
battlefield will serve as a memorial of 
the American citizens who fought and 
died for what they believed was right. I 
urge my colleagues’ consideration on 
this bill. Again, I thank the gentleman 
from Tennessee for his support and as-
sistance. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the distinguished gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. DAVIS), the cosponsor of 
the legislation. 

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in strong support of 
H.R. 1972, the Franklin National Bat-
tlefield Study Act. It is fitting that we 
protect this piece of American history 
by preserving this battlefield, home to 
the Battle of Franklin. As Roberts 
Hicks and Julian Bibb of Franklin’s 
Charge put it best: 

‘‘What happened on the late after-
noon and evening of November 30, 1864, 
was an epic display of courage and 
valor as troops on both sides gave their 
lives for causes they believed worthy 
and just. But the battle was much 
more. In essence, the Battle of Frank-
lin was one of the most significant 
events in national unity, peace, and 
the end of slavery.’’ 

The Franklin battlefield might be 
one of the smallest battlefields in the 
United States, but it is also among the 
bloodiest. A staggering 9,000 soldiers 
were killed or wounded at Franklin, in-
cluding the largest number of generals 
ever lost in any American battle. It 
was the largest infantry charge ever 
conducted in North America. In the 5 
tragic hours that make up the Battle 
of Franklin, more men died in those 5 
hours than the 19 hours on D–Day. 
Eleven Congressional Medals of Honor 
were earned at the Battle of Franklin. 

The Civil War Sites Advisory Com-
mission designated Franklin as one of 
just 45 principal battles having a di-
rect, observable impact on the direc-
tion, duration, conduct, or outcome of 
the war. Marking the beginning of the 
end for the Western Theater of the 
Civil War, it is now listed among the 
country’s Top 10 Most Endangered 
Civil War Battlefields by the Civil War 
Preservation Trust. I strongly support 
Representative BLACKBURN’s legisla-
tion to correct this injustice. The Bat-
tle of Franklin is considered the begin-
ning of the defeat of the Confederacy. 

I applaud the efforts of Save the 
Franklin Battlefield, Incorporated; 
Mayor Miller of Franklin; Franklin’s 
Charge; the Williamson County Histor-
ical Society; interested city and coun-
ty leaders; and leading preservationists 
and conservation organizations that 
have sought to make this legislation a 
reality. It has been a delight to work 
with the gentlewoman from Tennessee 
on this particular issue, which is in her 
home district, a county that we both 
share. 

I believe it is our duty to preserve 
this historical battlefield, and we are 
bound by the respect and homage we 
must pay for those who died to pre-
serve the Nation we hold so dear and 
revere today. But this is also for our 
children and grandchildren who will 
now be able to experience a chapter in 
our Nation’s history in a way that a 
textbook cannot provide. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Colorado (Mrs. 
MUSGRAVE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1972, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1415 

PECHANGA BAND OF LUISENO 
MISSION INDIANS LAND TRANS-
FER ACT OF 2005 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3507) to transfer certain land 
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